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Upcoming Events with the 
Youngtown Art Commission

We hope 
e v e r y o n e 
is having a 

wonderful fall and winter 
season!  The Youngtown 
Art Commission has two 
events coming up soon 
that we hope you will be 
a part of as we start the 
new year!
On February 12, from 
10 – 2 in the Youngtown 
Council Chambers, we 
have brought back Kid’s 
Craft Day!  Our famous 
craft volunteers will 
be bringing back their 
wonderful craft centers 
for our Youngtown 
children.  We will have 
lots of crafts to make, as 
well as face painting, a 
storytelling session, and 
“Paint with a Sheriff” 
too!  Also, since our event 
is before Valentine’s Day, 
we will have a special 
Valentine craft to make 
for someone you care 
about.  If you are 17 and 
under, you will need to 
bring a parent, and also 
have lots of fun!  Hope to 
see you there!
The second program 
we will be doing will be 
our new event “Rocks 
of Inspiration”.  This 
will start at the end of 

December and continue 
until April.  These past 
two years have been 
trying times for everyone, 
and the Youngtown Art 
Commission would like 
to provide our residents 
with something fun and 
uplifting, as well as an 
opportunity to “pay it 
forward”.  Groups from 
all around town will 
be painting rocks with 
words of inspiration on 
them, and hiding them 
in various areas.  One 
of our local artists, Amy 
Rinaldi, paints rocks 
with words of kindness 
and encouragement on 
the back, and hides them 
while hiking (see pictures 
with this article).  She 
loves sharing an uplifting 
picture and message to 
make someone’s day!
 If you fi nd one of these 
rocks, and it inspires you, 
you may keep it, or re-

hide it for someone else.  
We also hope you will 
take a picture of it, and 
send it to the Youngtown 
Art Commission 
Facebook page, letting us 
know how it inspires you.  
You are also welcome 
to paint a rock with an 
inspiring message, and 
hide it as well.  If you 
need a rock, there will 
be some available at the 
Youngtown Town Hall 
offi ces until supplies run 
out.  
In the future, we will also 
be having a drumming 
class for teens and 
adults, so please look 
out for that information 
as well.  We are working 
out the particulars.  
Please contact Val if you 
have any questions:  
youngtownaz.public.
art@gmail.com.  Have a 
great rest of your holiday 
season!
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From the Mayor…

The Way We Were

Michael Francis
Councilmember

I grew up in a far 
southern suburb 
of ‘Chicagoland’. It 

was an idyllic childhood 
and one which is 
probably unattainable 
for kids growing up 
today. We were always 
pretty sure about where 
the line was between 
right and wrong and 
how close we could come 
to that line without 
incurring the swift and 
certain wrath of mom 
and dad.

We lived right next 
door to Wacker Park. 
Each November they 
would fl ood the recessed 
tennis courts, pull the 
nets and create a large 
outdoor ice-rink that 
was good until early 
spring. I found my fi rst 
pair of ice skates under 
the Christmas tree when 
I was seven and for the 
next few winters, I spent 
almost every night and 
most weekends on the 
ice.

The Park manager 
would leave the 
basement door unlocked 
(and unattended) so 
we could change out 
of our street shoes and 
into our skates in warm 
comfort. Hard to imagine 
doing something like 
that today but so logical 
back in those relatively 
innocent times. My 
childhood memories are 

all bathed in a sort of 
warm and friendly sepia-
tone. That’s the way we 
were…

I worry every day for 
today’s children and the 
world in which they are 
growing up: It’s topsy-
turvy, turbulent, full 

of turmoil. It’s a world 
where the line between 
right and wrong is not 
only sometimes hard 
to recognize but often 
apparently malleable 
and uncertain.  That, 
unfortunately, is the way 
we are…

So here is my fervent 
wish for all of you 
and yours: may you 
all enjoy a gloriously 
merry Christmas and 
may your 2022 be happy, 
prosperous and fi lled 
with tranquility and 
may your children live 

a childhood which will 
sustain them with fond 
memories!

-Michael LeVault, 
Mayor
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Facts about Winter House Fires
Slow month for Fires? Think again . . .

As you can see from the statistics below, January – March can be hazardous times for home fi res.

Home Fire Statistics:
December, January, 

February and March are 
peak months for home 
fi re deaths.

For example, in 2003 
there were 388,500 
reported home fi res 
in the United States, 
resulting in 3,145 deaths, 
13,650 injuries and $5.9 
billion in direct property 
damage. Do the math: In 
the U.S., a civilian dies 
from a home fi re roughly 
every three hours.

W i n t e r - R e l a t e d 
Causes:

During winter months, 
heating equipment is 
the leading cause of 
home fi res. About two-
thirds of home heating 
fi re deaths are caused by 
portable or fi xed space 
heaters. Smoking is the 
leading cause of home 
fi re deaths overall, but in 
the months of December, 
January and February, 
smoking and heating 
equipment cause similar 
shares of fi re deaths. 
Candles are responsible 
for a growing percentage 
of home fi res. Candles 
are responsible for 6% 
of the fatalities that 
occur as a result of 
home fi res, and are the 
second-leading cause 
of home fi re injuries. 
Cooking is the leading 
cause of home fi res 
and home fi re injuries 
overall. Unattended 
cooking is the leading 
cause of home cooking 
fi res. Deep-fryers used 
for cooking turkeys and 
other holiday meals are 
causing more house fi res 
and burn injuries, as 

these appliances have 
become more popular.

Heating:
Common causes of 

space heating home fi res 
are:

1. Failing to give 
heaters suffi cient space 
by installing or placing 
them too close to 
combustibles;

2. Using extension 
cords on portable space 
heaters;

3. Lack of regular 
cleaning (leading to 
creosote build-up) in 
wood-burning devices 
and associated chimneys 
and connectors;

4. Basic fl aws in the 
construction or design 
of wood-burning heating 
equipment; and

5. Fuel spills or leaks 
involving liquid or 
gas-fueled heating 
equipment.

Candles:
Over the last decade, 

candle fi res have tripled. 
An estimated 18,000 
home fi res started by 
candles were reported 
in 2001, resulting in an 
estimated 190 civilian 
deaths and 1,450 civilian 
injuries. More than 40% 
of U.S. home candle fi res 
begin in the bedroom, 

causing 24% of the 
deaths resulting from 
these fi res. A study found 
that in one-third of all 
fatal home candle fi res, 
the candles were being 
used for light, generally 
because power to the 
home had been shut 
off due to nonpayment 
(24%) or as a result of 
a temporary power 
outage (7%). One-third 
(34%) of candle fi res 
occurred after candles 
were left unattended or 
inadequately controlled; 
26% occurred when some 
form of combustible 
material came too close 
to the candle; 11% of 

home candle fi res started 
after the user fell asleep. 
Christmas Day was the 
peak day of the year 
for home candle fi res 
in 1999-2001. Second 
peak day was New 
Year’s Day. Third peak 
day was Christmas Eve. 
Approximately 14% of 
the candle fi res occur in 
December. This is almost 
twice the 8% monthly 
average. In 11% of the 
December candle fi res, 
the fi res began when a 
decoration caught fi re. 
This was true in only 3% 
of the fi res during the 
rest of the year.

Who Suffers?
• Although children 

fi ve and under make 
up about 9% of the
country’s population,
they account for about
17% of home fi re deaths.

• Older adults are also 
at greater risk of dying
in a home fi re than the 
population at large.
Adults 65 and older face 
a risk twice the average, 
while people 85 and
older have a risk that is 
three-and-a-half times
more than average.

Statistics from National Fire 
Protection Agency



The Youngtown Public Library wishes you all a 
healthy and happy 2022!  What are your New Year’s 
Resolutions?  Why not make a resolution to read 
more, take a class online, or learn a new hobby!  We 
are your source for information, and we are happy to 
help you!

The Library will be closed January 17, 2022, in 
observance of Martin Lutheran King, Jr. Day.

Other January celebrations include:
New Year’s Day, National Soup Month, and: 
•January 8: Elvis Presley’s birthday
•January 9th: National Law Enforcement Appreciation 
Day
•January 19th: National Popcorn Day
•January 25: Opposite’s Day

BOOK CLUB:
 Meets the third Thursday of every month at 10:00 
AM, and this month’s discussion will be on Thursday, 
January 13, 2022, about the biography, “Life is a Gift” 

by Tony Bennett.

STORY TIME: 
 Every Wednesday at 11:00 AM.  All ages are welcome! 

“Friends of the Library” Club: 
Meets the 3rd Thursday of every-other month at 9:00 
AM, and our next meeting will be Thursday, January 
13th at 9:00 AM.  Help support our Library by joining 
our Friends Club!

CRAFT CLUB:
  Meetings are every Monday from 5:00 – 7:00 PM in 
the Clubhouse.  For more information contact Betty 
Trollen, (623) 974-9130.

LOCATION:
  Both the Library and Historical Museum are located 
in Town Square, between Alabama and Youngtown 
Avenue, just west of 112th Avenue.  For additional 
information about the Library or history of 
Youngtown, call (623) 974-3401.

HOURS: 
 Monday – Thursday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM. If you 
would like to volunteer in the Library, stop in and

pick up an application. 
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Youngtown Public Library
January 2022

Clubs and Organizations

Resources and Information
• Rental Assistance Collaborative through Vitalyst Health  

       Foundation and Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust
    Visit https://azevictionhelp.org/ for eviction help
    Visit https://azfoundation.sharefi le.com for social media toolkit.

• Call 2-1-1 or visit the website https://211arizona.org/
• Coverage in Arizona Republic or see additional coverage.
   HANDUP Tool (Email MAG for password)
   https://geo.azmag.gov/maps/jandup/#/login

The Library off ers a large selection 
of books, movies, and the 
following FREE resources:
• FREE WI-FI  
• FREE use of 6 Public Computers 
• FREE DVD rental 
• FREE Practice Tests for: ACT, SAT, GED, Real 
Estate, etc.
• FREE Tax Forms and Legal Forms
• FREE Online Chilton Auto Repair Manuals
• FREE Career Information
• FREE Inter-Library Loan
• FREE Resume’ Assistance

AARP Board
MEET: 3rd Tuesday of the month 4:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438

AARP CHAPTER 1
MEET: 1st Friday of the month 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438

AGUA FRIA RANCH HOA
MEET: 2nd Wednesday of the month 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
OFF: August
Ogden & Company/Jackie Monty 623-628-4708

BOOK DISCUSSION CLUB
MEET: 3rd Friday of the month 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Meets in the Youngtown Library 
Heidi Speed – 623-974-3401

CRAFT CORNER
MEET: Every Monday 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Betty Trollen – 623-974-9130

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
MEET: Every Other Month on the 3rd Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
OFF: June, July and August • Teresa Felton – 760-415-5446

YOUNGTOWN ART COMMISSION
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
OFF: June, July and August • Val Wilson – 623-810-3137

YOUNGTOWN COMMUNITY FUND
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month 

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Madelon Jeffreys – 623-977-4661

All clubs meet in the Clubhouse unless otherwise noted. 
If you are interested please contact the board members.
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CITIZENS’ 
DOG PARK
Hours of 
Operation
6:00 a.m. to 
10:00 p.m.

NW Corner of 
Alabama & 
113th Avenues

For Information 
& Donations 
623-974-9756

News You Can Use…
Canine Happenings at the Dog Park!

Greetings from 
the Citizens’ 
Dog Park.  As 

you know, we had our 
annual on-leash Hallow-
een pet parade, as we 
posted pictures of the 
winners:) 

Congratulations to all.

This month we 
thought it would be 
lovely to include pictures 
of the rest of the partici-
pants, as they were just 
as adorable. 

We appreciate your 
continued support and 
patronage of our park.

The dog park is back 
up and running, with 
a lush reseeded lawn.  
As we enjoy being out-

doors, we notice many 
dogs and their humans 
visiting throughout the 
day and evening hours.  
We thank you for pick-
ing up after your dogs 
and keeping our only off-
leash dog park beautiful.

I mentioned that our 
Citizens’ Dog Park is the 
designated area for cit-
izens and visitors alike, 
to exercise their dogs off-
leash.  As you may walk 
and visit other parks, 
please keep in mind that 
your animals need to be 
on-leash.  Not all park 
attendees may want to 
walk or bike by loose 
dogs.  Some are scared to 
have loose dogs around 
their children or other 
small dogs.  The wa-
terfowl will appreciate 
leashed dogs as well, 
and it is the law.

As we all have the 
right to use our public 
spaces, we all have a 
shared responsibility to 
keep such places safe for 
all citizens (not to men-
tion the dogs).  

Please, we invite you 
to visit our off-leash Citi-
zens’ Dog Park of Young-
town.

Look for darling pic-
tures of your pets with 
Santa next month!  We 
expect a wonderful turn-
out. 

We are blessed to have 
many donations for pic-
tures, leashes, and pet 
stickers.  

We are also planning a 
Valentine event, so keep 
reading and we’ll let you 
know the specifi c date 
and time.

And as always, please 
be safe out there.

Written by Susan Hout
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HAPPY NEW YEAR from the 
Medical Lending Center

HAPPY NEW YEAR from 
the Medical Lending Center.  
Hopefully, everyone had a 
happy and healthy holiday 
season.

Thanks to all that supported 
the Medical Lending Center 
during the year.  We are here 
to serve all your mobility needs 
to residents of Youngtown, El 
Mirage, Peoria and Surprise.  

We loan up to 4 months at 
no charge to the borrower.  
We have a wide variety of 
equipment from wheelchairs, 
companion chairs, shower 
benches and chairs, bedside 
commodes and toilet risers just 
to name a few items.  We do not 
require a prescription.  We ask 
that the equipment be returned 
within the time allotted and 

in the same condition when it 
was borrowed.

We are happy to accept 
mobility donations in good 
condition.  Please call ahead 
to ensure the item you want 
to donate will be accepted.  
Also, monetary donations are 
greatly appreciated and meet 
the matching tax donation 
deduction.  Also, without 

costing you a penny, please 
sign up with Fry’s or Amazon 
Smile to donate through their 
charity program. Just choose 
Youngtown Community Fund 
as your selected charity.  You 
don’t need to be our client to 
help out.

We wish you a healthy year 
ahead!

West Valley Genealogical Society 
Annual Seminar

February 19, 2022 West Valley Genealogical Society Annual Seminar 
“Unmasking Your Genealogy with Michael L. Strauss”

The West Valley 
Genealogical Society 
2022 Seminar with 
Michael L. Strauss will be 
held February 19, 2022 
from 9:00 am to 3:30 
pm at Shepherd of the 
Hills United Methodist 
Church, 13658 W. Meeker 
Blvd., Sun City West.  

Michael L. Strauss, 

AG is a professional 
accredited genealogist 
and nationally recognized 
speaker. Strauss has a BA 
in History and is a U.S. 
Coast Guard veteran. He is 
a qualifi ed expert witness 
in the courts in New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
and Virginia and is a 
faculty member of the 
genealogical institutes 
of SLIG, GRIP, and IGHR 
where he is the military 
course coordinator.

Topics are:
 Introduction to 

Military Genealogy 
Research

 Hidden Clues Found 
Inside the U.S. Federal 
Census, 1790-1840

 The Draft and the 
Selective Service System

 More than just 
Obituaries: Genealogical 
Newspaper Research

Registration opens 
November 1.  Registration 
includes the program, 
continental breakfast, 
box lunch, beverages.  For 
additional information or 
to register for the Seminar 
go to www.azwvgs.org or 
call 623-933-4945.

The West Valley 
Genealogical Society is 
a 501(c)(3) non-profi t 
organization.

Thank you,
Barbara Shroyer
WVGS Seminar 

Committee

Michael L. Strauss

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY
Email your article to Jeanne Blackman: jblackman@youngtownaz.org

Th e right to accept or reject rests with the publication editor.



Out with the old, in with 
the new! The new year 
brings hope for a new 
future! May the best year 
be ahead for you, your 
family and your friends.

Looking back on the 
fi rst six months of FY 
2021/2022:
If there was a benefi t to be 
gained from the pandemic, 
the pandemic started to 
gain momentum just as 
the Town began its budget 
process for FY 2020/21. 
Due to the uncertainty 
of revenue caused by 
the pandemic, the Town 
adopted a zero-based 
budget, focusing primarily 
on day-to-day business 
without adding capital 

improvement projects. As 
the pandemic continued 
to wane and regain 
momentum, the Town 
also adopted a zero-based 
budget for FY 2021/22. 
In the past few years, 
the Town has been very 
progressive with numerous 
capital improvement 
projects. Thankfully, with 
sound fi scal management 
and planning for the 
unknown by the Mayor 
and Council, the Town is 
able to weather fi nancial 
storms. Just like budgeting 
for your household, it’s 
smart to plan for the 
unknown and create a 
contingency fund. The 
residents should be proud 
to have a dedicated Mayor, 
Council, Town Manager and 
staff committed to adding 
capital improvements 
coupled with sound fi scal 
policy. We hope to be in a 
better position this spring 
concerning the pandemic. 
In the spring, the Town will 
assess fi nancial conditions 
and we may be able to 
add capital improvement 
projects for the next fi scal 
year which begins July 1, 

2022.
Looking forward to the 
next six months of FY 
2021/2022:
We will conduct street 
resurfacing this fi scal year. 
The schedule to resurface 
all the streets from Greer 
Avenue south to Peoria 
Avenue is scheduled for 
February 14-25.  A street 
resurfacing program is 
necessary in order to 
prevent spending money on 
asphalt repairs or milling 
and overlay of asphalt. This 

is one area where it makes 
good sense to pay a little 
now, relatively speaking, 
or pay much more later, if 
delayed.

Appreciation and 
gratitude:
Town employees have 
continued to work during 
the pandemic. The Town 
Manager had the wisdom 
to reduce virus exposure to 
Town employees by limiting 
staff where appropriate. 
Staff has risen to the 

occasion and worked very 
diligently in continuing to 
provide essential services 
to the community. This 
pandemic has proven that 
when American people are 
faced with unprecedented 
challenges, they are fl exible, 
creative, resourceful, 
hardworking and diligent. 
The community residents 
do their part by adhering 
to the new and temporary 
community rules in the 
Town parks, buildings 
and businesses. It’s quite 

a sacrifi ce to restrict the 
activity that you have 
become accustomed to 
doing. Self-discipline
always reaps a reward. The 
reward of this discipline is 
to render this virus useless, 
to protect yourself and to 
protect others. Together, 
we will get through this.  
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In The Works 
January 2022

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY
Email your article to Jeanne Blackman: jblackman@youngtownaz.org

Th e right to accept or reject rests with the publication editor.

Marty Mosbrucker
Public Works Manager

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!
New Year’s Eve is 

celebrated at evening 
social gatherings, where 
many people dance, 
eat, and watch or light 
fi reworks to ring in the 
New Year.  However, learn 
how to celebrate the New 
Year and make sure you 
are aware of local fi rework 
regulations in your area.  
Don’t get confused with 
the fact that you can 
purchase fi reworks or 
where they can be legally 
used. 

Here’s a look at 
Youngtown’s ordinance 
Sec. 9.04.010 It is unlawful 
for any person within 
Town limits to blast or use 
gun powder, fi reworks, or 
other explosive devices 
unless authorized by the 
Town Council. 

The Big fi reworks that 
explode and go up in 
the air are still illegal 
to purchase and use in 
Arizona at ANY time 
such as bottle rockets, 
fi recrackers, roman 

candles, etc. 
The following Federally 

deregulated novelty 
items like snappers, party 
poppers, snap caps, glow 
worms, snakes, toy smoke 
devices, sparklers, and 
wheels are all great to use 
during this celebration. 

If you have any 
questions, please 
contact Youngtown Code 
Enforcement at 623-933-
8286. 
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CRAFT
CORNER

MONDAY NIGHTS
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

NEW TIME

YOUNGTOWN CLUBHOUSE
12030 N. Clubhouse Square

CRAFT CORNER DINNER at 5:00 p.m.
Place will be determined each month.

CONTACT NUMBER 623-974-9130

COME TO CRAFT 
CORNER FOR 
A FUN AND 

RELAXING NIGHT.
NOTE: Last Monday of each 
month, NO CRAFT  CORNER


